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TOTHEPUBLIC. | 


MESSENGER AND ADVOCATE. |. 


In presenting this paper to the reading 
public, long established usage with editors, 
has made it a matter of respect to our 
readers, that we should say a few things 
in relation to the course we shall pursue, 
in managing the editorial department. 

_ We have held it as a maxim from early 
life, that there was a degree of courtesy 
and condescension, due from one member 
af society to another, from which men 
are not at liberty to depart, only when 
measures of self-defence rendered it an 
imperious duty aman owed to himself. 
Men have their religious belief, which to 
themselves, if to none others, is sacred: | 
they also have their feelings; both of| 
which should be regarded, and treated in 
a manner becoming the true charaeter of 
man. It is our intention, in conducting 
this paper, to exclude from its columns, 
' all matters tending to lessen the character 
of any person ike estimation of society, 
or injure their feelings, unless the attempt 
to maintain our own religious belief 
should have this effect, or setting forth 
that of others in its true light. ae 
_. We have never, at any time, supported 
a system of religion which rendered ne- 


cessary an attack on the character of any ||. 


erson to support it, nor never expect to. 
If our religious belief cannot be main- 
tained on the principles of truth, it is our 
intention to let it fall. 
An appeal to the revelations of heaven, | 
in all disputed points, is an end of all strife 
‘with us. T'o the law and to the testimony, 
‘and not men’s characters, shall be our 
standing motto. Attacks made on our 
own character by others, we have rarely, 
very rarely condescended to notice, and 
this course we will carry out in conduct- 
the editorial department of this paper. 
e have always let our general course 


of: conduct sustain our character, and 


this’ will not do it, we have but little faith 
m our being able to do it by our pen. 

* We are told by him, whom the world 
ought to reverence, that all the law, and 
‘all the prophets, hang on two principles, 
léve to -God, and love to man, and it is 


‘gar wish that these principles should gov- || 7 
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but, if our patronage will justify it, ouT 4 he 
readers shall know more of.this hereaf- ee 
ter. SIDNEY RIGDON. | 


SreamBoaT Osprey, 
Sept. 25th, 1844. 
Mr. Sam’t L. Foreevs. 
“Dear Brother:—I take my pen in 
hand, this morning, to write you a few 
lines—informing you of some matters 
and things as they exist at the present 
time among the Saints, particularly in 
I think that, if I succeed in my . busi- 
nessin St. Louis to-morrow, F shall aend 
my wife and children to Pittsburgh next 
week; and I expect to follow them with- 
in four or five weeks certain, and. perhapi 
sooner. I shall stop two or three week 
in Pittsburgh, and there make myself. fa- 
miliar with the scriptures; and: then. 


the grace of God, go forth among «tite 
Saints in the Eastern states, and mal t 
known the corruption and awful; perver : 
sion of the law of the Lord; in the unbal- 
lowed and unjustifiable assumption’ of : 
power by the quorum of the Twelve, in 
arrogating to themselves the power to 
lead the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- — 
ter-Day Saints, 4 
The following items from the Book of 
Doctrine and Covenants, (2d editien,) 
clearly show what power and authority 
they have. Sec. 3, and paragraph 12, 
reads thus: ne 
“ The Twelve are a travelling, presiding High 
Council, to officiate in the name of thé Lor@,ub- 
der the direction of the Presidency of the Clmseh, 
agreeably to the institution of Heaven; te (build © 
up the Church, and regulate all the affairs.of the . 
same, in all nations: first unto the Gentiles and se- 
ondly unto the Jews.” 
_They are to preside over the affairs of 
the Church abroad among the nations; 
not among the Saints in Zion. ,. The 14th 
paragraph of same section shows. that - 
the High Council in Zion are equal, if not 
superior in authority to the Twelve. 
par 


> 


Again, in sec. 104, 6th and 7th 
agraphs, we find the following:. 
‘“‘Now I say unto you, add what I say] 
you F say unto all the twelve, arise and gi 
your loins; take up you'r cross, follow me, 


EYal’ not yourselves} rebel not 


eed my sheep, 


‘emus in the management of. this paper; | 


against my oseph, for verily 


~ 
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- ; and the keys which I have given unto him, 
and also to youward, shall not be taken from him 


come. | 
F .. Verily J say unto you, thy servant Fhomad, 
thou art the man whom I have chosen to hold. 


of my kingdom (as pertaining to the 
abroad aniong all nations, that thou 
mayest be my servant to.unlock the door of the 
a a in all places where my servant Joseph, 
my servant Sidney, and my servant Hyrum, 
cannot come; for on them have [ laid the. burth- 
en of all the churches for a little season: where- 
fore gx peer they shall send you, go ye, 
aad [ will be with you, and in whatsoever place 
ye shall proclaim my name, an effectual door 
shall be opened unto you, that they may receive 
‘my word; whosoever receiveth my word receiv- 
 ieth «me, and whosoever receiveth me, receiv- 
eth those {the first presidency) whom I have 
sent, whom I have made counsellors for my 
name's sake unto you.” 
_. Still it is said “abroad among all na- 
fions;” and in the 12th sew the su- 
premacy ofthe First Presidency is set 
forth, as well as the subordination of ‘the 


the 


“Twelve, thus: 3 
‘you (the twelve) and those (the 
tet‘ presidency) who are appointed with you to 
your qeunselior: and your leaders, isthe pow- 
,er of this priesthood given for the last days, a 
for the Inst time, in the which isthe dispensation 
of the fuliness of times, which power you hold in 
“eoafiection with all those who have received a 
idiepempation at any time, from the beginning of 
. ereatjen: for verily { say unto you the keys of the 
dispensation which ye have received, have come 
rnb 60 from the Fathers: and last of all, being sent 
from heaven unto you.” 
_ The 12th paragraph of Sec. 3d alrea- 
idyémilerted, expressly says ‘that the 
‘Ewelve act under the direction of the 
‘Fixst:Presidency. Much-more might be 
aidan support of this position,.but the 
foregoing must suffice for the present, for 


points: or subjects of equal importance, 
tm:a brief manner. 
On'the subject of Joseph Smith having 
_ “infotitied the ‘Twelve that they must bear: 
“eff this Kingdom to the nations, I. an- 
_ Swef there was no necessify of his re- 
hg this admonition to them, inas- 
the Lord made this duty obliga- 
cory, them by repeated revelations 
_, throug “him; but the Lord never: said 
through ‘Joseph that they should be lead- 
| * ea Without a head or First Presidency. 


: 


They assert that the burden of the church 
"was put on them by Joseph. To this I 
& they shall -have it with all good 
. lings on my part; but then I say we 

ve. not made jt, (the burden,). conse- 

. © hently we will not have it. Now sir, 
just read the 3d paragraph of 101 st 
5... Of Book of Covenants. 


I want to present to you several other 


“Mou, I am with him, and my hand shall be over jj. 


« But verily 1 say unto ou, J have decreed 
that your brethren which have been scattered, 
shal return to land of their inheritances, and 
build up the waste places of Zion;so afier much 
tribulation, as I bave said unto you in a former 
commandment, cometh the’blessing. Behold, 
this is the blessing which I’ have promised after 
tribitations, and the tribulations of your 

réthren; your redemption, and the redemption 
of your brethren; even -their-restoration to the 
land of Zion, to be established, no more to be 
thrown down; nevertheless if they pollute their 
inheniances, they shall be thrown down, for IF 
will not spare them if they pollute their inher- 
itances.: Behold I say unto you, the redemp- 
tion of Zion must come by power; therefore, 
I will raise up unto my people aman, who 
shall lead them like as..Mases led the chil- 
dren of Israel, for you are the children of Israel, 
and of the seed of Abraham, and ye must need 


be led out of bondage by power, and with an 
outstretched arm: and as your Fathers were 
led at, the first, even so shall the redemption 
of Zion be, Therefore, let not your hearts faint,, 
for I say not unto you as | said unto your 
Fathers, mine. angel shall go up $ you, 
but not my presence; but I say unto you,..mine 
an before you, and also my presence, 
and in time ye shall possess the goodly ‘and.”’ 

In this you discover that this society 
of Saints aré termed the children of {s- 


vael, atid the seed of ‘Abraham: and now 


compare this with the 23d chap. of Jer., 
and lest you should think it does not ap- 
ply to this dispensation and people, read 
‘carefully the 19th and 20th verses, and 
mark: “Jn the latter days ye shall con- 


|| sider it perfectly;’’ and then, to satisfy 


yourself about the burden of the church, 
and what it is, read and mark it well 
from the 23rd verse to the end ofthe 
chapter, and I trust it will solve the mys- 
tery to your entire satisfaction: and:then 
read the whole of the 34th chap. of Eze- 
kiel, and mark every word as; you pro- 
ceed, as carefully as though your eternal 
salvation depended upon it: take partic- 
ular noticé of the coneluding sentence of 
the 4th ‘verde, “with force and. cruelty 
have ye ruled-them.”’ And: then examine 
the 3d‘and 4th chapters of Isaiah. - The 
first three verses of the — ‘tell who 
the Lord will take away from Jerusalem. 


| (I will just say ‘perhaps you will see: its 


application upon Nauvoo falfilled.) The 
subsequent part of the chapter tells an 
awful tale about’ oppression—the ‘spoil 
of the poor—the. beating’. of ,the :people 
to pieces—the sin of Sodom, which -was 
more particularly whoredoms:: also: wo- 
men rule over'them, the princes, and if 
please, the Twelve and others; .and 
matk What is said about the daughters of 


| 


wy 


Zion, and their corruptions; and after 
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the Lord positively mentions the horrible 


Zion and Israel, the branch. o 


_ ters of Zion is washed away,” &c. 


pala the people in Nauyoo what they Pro 


bi 
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disease which usually follows such abom- 
ination, and*also the judgment of God: 
upon them. 

In the first verse of the 4th chapter, he 
tells a tale about the poor dupes among 
women in these days of trouble, who 
wish to be called by the name of their se- 
ducers to take away their reproach. This 
was the. ancient law of. Israel; when a 
man seduced a woman, he had to take. 
her: but query, was he blessed or cursed? 
“And ‘mark in this day of trouble: upen || 
the Lord 
(not the whole church,) shall e beautiful 
and glorious, when the filth of the daugh- 


The fifth chapter tells us about calling 
evil good, and good evil; and about those 
who justify the wicked for reward; and 
the destruction of those leaders. and their 
subjects, because of transgression; and 
the perversion of the law of God—such, 
for instance, as the 13th'sec. of the Book 


of Covenants, 7th paragraph, as follows: | 


“ And again, I say, thou shalt not kill; but he 
that killeth shall die. Thou shalt not steal; and 
he that stealeth and will not repent, shall be cast 
out. Thou shalt not lie; he that lieth and will 
not repent, shall be cast out. Thou shalt love thy 
wife with all thy heart, and shall cleave unto her 
and none else; and he that looketh upon a woman 
to lust after her, shall deny the faith, and shall not 
‘have the spirit, and if he repents not hé shall be 
cast out. * Thou shalt not commit adultery: and 
he that committeth adultery, and repenteth not, 
shall be'cast out; but he that has committed adul- 
tery, and repents with all his heart, and forsaketh 
it, and doeth it no more, thou shalt forgive; but if 
he doeth it again, he shall not be forgiven; but 
-ghall be cast out. Thou shalt not speak evil of thy 
neighbor, nor do him any harm. .Thou knowest | 
my laws concerning these things are given in my, 
‘scriptures: he that sinneth and Tepenteth not, shall 
_ be cast out.” 


‘From the above we see that if the 
” fans ess the law of the land, they shall 
be fs sea up to the proper authorities. 
Again, it is said in that book, “if ye keep 
my commandments ye have no need to 
transgress the laws of the land:’’ and fur- 


, thermore, “he that will be my disciple must 


observe all the eammandmends and cove- 
nants.of the church.” Now, query, are 
these commandments kept by (the Israel 
of the latter days,) the church in Nauvoo? 


to be, a law abiding people? 
ey. submit to be tried ty the laws of the 
Jand,. and by-the proper authorities ? ? 


Now ‘itis expressly said t vat “whosoever 


refuseth to submit to y the laws of sed 
even to the laying down of his = te 


my disciple.” 


I will now call your attentiong 
11th chapter-of Isaiah; in the first 
we have an account of a father and son, 
not much, however, is said about the fath-: 
er, but a great deal about the “Inthe*4 
19th verse is described a great 
either: “he shall stand as an ensign, 
the people, and the gentiles shall seek his, | 
rest. 

The 3d paragraph of 101 Sec. Book of 
‘Cov. which I have already inserted, s& 

“the Lord will raise up a man who shi 
be great like unto Moses, and like as 
shall he lead this people out of bondage.” 
'Fhis could not be Joseph Smith, for he 
was raised up seven years before. this 
revelation was. here rally are two 
testimonies, and the one actu ally given by 
Joseph Smith. ‘Now the only 
that can arise, is, who remained on. gar 
-at the death of Joseph and Hiram, wi 
the ordination of Prophet, Seer, and ee 
elater? I answer peremptorily, | § grat 
Rigdon was the only man that was. 
in the church on earth, who,was o 
ed to this office, and that too..by. revela. 
tion. You will find an aceountof ‘this 
ordination in the Times and Seasons, 
bearing date, June 1st 1841. Prior to this 
he was ordained by revelation to bée.one of 
the Ist presidency of the church, and as 
you will see from the following, made 
equal with Joseph ‘in holding the keys of 
the kingdom,.and also the keys of ‘the 
school of the prophets, which. 
organized and instituted for the salvatied 
of the Gentiles, Jews, and as:many as will 
come: Book Cev., Sec. 85, Sth 


paragraphs. 
And again, verily I say unto thy 
Sidney Rigdon and Frederick G. Williams, their 
sins are forgiven them also, and they are ¢ccount+ 
ed as equal with thee in holding the keys.of this : 
last kingdom: as also through your administration ‘2 
the keys of the school of the Prophets, ‘which I 
have commanded to be organized, that thereb they | 
may be perfected in their ministry fer the #”* 
of Zion, and of the nations of Isrsel, amb of 
Gentiles, as — as will believe, ao throétigh your 
administration they may ‘receive word, 
through their administration the _ word x ane 
forth unto the ends of the earth, aaa Gen 


> 


first, and then’ behold, and Io, t 
the Jews: and then cometh the: 
of the Lord shall be revealed. in 
ing the nations, the heathen-n 
Joseph, of the gospel of their salvati 
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Wamiebabdment, that you continue in the minis- 
Residency and when you have finished 
t 


tion of the prophets, you shall from 
:. ee reside over the officers of the church 
. ‘the school; ‘and from time to time as shall 
- bé'‘manifésted by the comforter, receive reve- 
* - lations to unfold the mysteries of the kingdom, and 
did. parte weet e churches, and study and learn, and 
ited with all good books, and with 
yo ase , tongues and people. And this shall be 
4 buisness and mission in all your lives, to pre- 
| Bae in Council and set in order all the affairs of this 
_ church and kingdom. Be not ashamed neither 
" genfounded; but be admonished in all your high 
' mindedness and pride, for it bringeth a snare upon 
your sduls. Set in order your houses; keep sloth- 
fulness an uncleanness far from you.’’ / 

. Now, I ask where is ‘the school of the 
prep hets organized by S. Rigdon ? I an- 
swer it did not exist (mark, one organ 
ized by him,) at the death of Joseph. In 
the 95th Sec. of the above book, para- 
graph 3d, we find he was called and or- 

Jained tobe a item to the peo- 

ple, 

in, on the 408th page of this book, 

the Lord says in a revelation through Jo- 
as fol lows: 

» Verily I say unto you, if my servant 

sities ¥ will sérve me and be counsellor to my ser- 

vant Jonophi let him arise and come up and stand 


in the office of his calling, and humble himself be- 
fore me; and if he will offer unto me an acceptable 


my people, behold, I the Lord your God will heal 
Rin that he shail be healed; and he shall lift up his 
voice agam on the _— and be a spokesman 

before my. face.’ 
‘> From this you discover that the Lord 


gives him still a greater.calling, which is, 
that: he shall be a. spokesman before the 
Lord’s face,-not Joseph Smith; and al- 
so this very remarkable promise, that he 
shall again lift. up his voice upon the 
mountains. When he comenced his 
ministry among the Campbellites, it 
was among the mountains of Pennsylva- 
nia. Recollect that Nephi says, that a 
spokesman will the Lord raise up unto 
Joneph , who. shall be mighty in word and 

f, and who shall carry the word 

at the Lord to the fruit of his loins, (La- 
manites.) Has S.- Rigdon ever done 


without permission from the Lord, for it 


2d: 

“ But verily, verily I say unto you, that none 
else shall he appointed unto this gift except it be 
through him, for if it be taken‘from him he shall 
not have power; except to appoint anotlier in his 


ceive not the teachings of any that shall come be- 


that you may know they are not of me. For ver- 
ily I say unto you, that he that is ordained of me 
shall come in at the gate and be ordained asI-have 
told you before, to teach those revelations which 
you have received, and shall receive through him 
whom I have appointed.” 


offering, and.ecknowledgments, and remain with | 


Does this authorize him to ordain 
twelve men to succeed him if he should be. 
taken out of the way? No! no! no! but 
one. Now, query again, why did Joseph 
Smith ordain Sidney Rigdon more than 
three years ago? I answer, because the 
Lord was doing his own work, although 
at the time neither him nor Joseph under- 
stood the matter. 
agraph of the 5th Sec: of Book Cov. says, 
the president shall be appointed by rev- 
elation, and also acknowledged by the 
voice of the church, and in case of the 
absence’of an assistant, and in case he be 
absent, the other two, both or either of 
them, shall act in his stead. I think it 
will be admitted to be a fact, that Joseph 
is absent, and Sidney Rigdon is now 
only man standing in ‘that office; conse- 
quently the Lord will curse the people if 
they reject him. 

And now, after r giving you such testi- 
mony from the di 
the case a perfectly plain.one, as to the 


presidency, and also who that president 
is, I will now remark to you that the ob- 


oa is presented at every step by. the 
welve and their adherants, that S. Rig- 
don has not been faithful, but conspired 


this? if not, must he not yet do it, or the 
word of God’ fails? Yes verily. 


agen, the Lord never raised up a sec- 
aponpemaD. or ever took that office 


an . Furthermore, we find in the 

scines a great deal of talk about the 

se of the Lord in or on the mountains, 
Think of j 


persecution, slander, falsehoods, priva> 


gards his being faithful, I will not assert 
that he was free from errors; and per- 


haps he was negligent with regard to the . 


Lord has said he would’scourge him, and 
I think it will not be pretended. to the con- 
trary by any one that he has borne more 


Nowdn regard to the sayings that 


| tions, and afflictions of various kinds, 


seph Smith ordained twelve men to ‘the 
first presidency of the church, I answer 
peremptorily, that if he did so, he did it 


is said in the Book of Cov., Sec. 14, Par. 


stead: and this shall be a law unto you, that ye re- 


fore you as revelations or commandments: and this. 
I give unto you, that you may not be deceived, 
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Now Sir, the 6th par- 


rent books, as makes - 


necessity of the continuation of the first | 


against Joseph and the Chureh,: AS re- 


of his duty; bat I answer, the 
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tried before the conference last October, | 


évery thing was there disposed of, and| 


Elder Rigdon was sustained by the peo- 
ple and honorably acquitted of all charg- 
es against him; and Hiram then and there 
prophesied, that he should ‘conquer and 
triumph over all his enemies, and that he 
should be a mighty man on the earth. 
Now truly here is a prophecy worthy of 
notice, and'on this point I will only add, 
that two years will tell a tale that will as- 
tonish the world. And as'to his having 
at any time conspired against the church 
and J “8 is a baseless fabric built by 
the Twelve, and like that of all others 
who run before they were sent; therefore 
are not worthy of any reply. You may 
now ask what our views are relative to 
Joseph? to which I reply, just what the 
Lord has said about him, that he should 
hold the keys which he had received, 
which-were the keys of Elijah or in oth- 
er words the keys of the doctrine, but we 
do not believe that he has ever received 
the keys of David, spoken of by John in 
the 3d chap. of Rev. which opens’ and no 
man closes, &c. But, enquires the ob- 
jector, you believe Joseph transgressed? 
lanswer, he himself confessed hé was 
but a man and liable to sin like other men. 
But, says one, do you believe that he 
was cutoff for transgression? I reply, 
he had the promise, if he remained faith- 
ful, he should trarislate the. other plates 
of the Book of Mormon, which are now 
sealed; also that he said and did many 
things in direct opposition to the word of 
od, as given through himself; but we 
lo not judge him, we leave him in the 
hands of a just and merciful God.- And 
low one word with respect to the plural- 
ty wife doctrine. Ht is’ contrary to the 
aws of the land, and is. therefore ‘wrong; 
or we are told in the Book’ ot Covenants, 
at if we keep the commandments of the 
ord ‘we heed not transpress' the laws of 
he land. ha it is positively forbid- 
len in the 7th’ section of ‘the above book. 
0 reference: to'this’ mattter, we shall in 
he futare;' answer in great plainness and 


to begin | 
church, the priesthood would have been 


that the 
has again the second time (which makes _ 
the third time,) set his hand” to redeem __ 
his covenant people, which are left, &c., 
according to Isaiah 11th chap., and 11th 
verse. Mark the Words “again the se-. 
cond fime,” first by Moses, secomily by 
Joseph Smith, and again the 2d time by 
Elder Rigdon, and others who now stand 
up for the truth, and the principles of 
virtue. 
~ You will doubtless remember that Isa- 
iah says that the stone which the builders 
rejected, the same is made the head of 
the corner. We know that this passage 
is generally made to apply to the Jews, 


rejecting Christ; but look. at it for one 


moment, and sée for yurself: ‘that the 
Jews rejected Christ, 1s true; but you 
know they were not the builders of his 
kingdom or church, but the apostles were 
the builders, ‘and they did not reject him 
1800 years ago, but the builders in this 
church, the Twelve, and other big men 
and builders have rejected Sidney Rig- 


don, and used, and continue to: use their 


influence with the people against him; 


‘and wo be to them for it. ‘The people 


may reject and“ forsake-their leader, for — 
they were influenced by such argiments 
as were calculated to deceive, if possible, 
the very elect; but, thank God, the eyes 
of the people are opening daily to ‘see 
the truth, and will continue so to do. 


‘The Twelve told the people that Joseph 


had given them their authority in the se- 
cret chambers, ‘but Christ says go not 
after them inte the secret chambers, nor _ 
into the desert,’ or wilderness, like 


Lyman’ Wyght, who has gone with 


about 300 souls from Nauvoo; and com- 
panies are daily leaving. We know 
these are alli delusions, and from the © 
devil; and had not’the Lord called a few 
with, and re-organized the 
taken, and we would have had nouns 
left but an apostate church, as ‘deserib 


‘by Paulin Ist 4th chap., Ist and 
2d verses, where you find these remark- _ 


able words: “Now the spirit ‘speaketh 


expeessly, that in the. latter times 


shall depart from the faith—giving heed 
to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils, 
speakmg lies in hypocrisy, having their 

conscience seared With a hot An 


awful #tate of wickedness indeéd: ¢on-. 
so void’ of truth as to lie 
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than most men in this age; at all events — a 
Joseph said that he had. And as for, . 
Joseph saying he would have him 
longer for counsellor, it was not his pre- ie 
rogative to shake him off; he did not call eo 
and consequently could not reject him, alee 
bit at any rate we all know when he was eS 
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game of the Lord; even perverting the || eyes, and let the scales drop off, that they _ 

plaih word of the Lord, such as “thou|/may see for themselves, and, believing, 

_ shalé*not commit adultery—thou shalt || come before thee in the depths of humili- 
have one wife only—thou shalt be obedi-|/ation, with fasting, and prayer, that if, 
ent to the law of the land, even unto|| paradventure, they have not sinned unto 

nt my name’s sake—thou shalt|| death, thy judgments may be turned awa 


not kiMi, nor steal, nor do any manner of||from them, by observing to do thy will, 
wickedness, but shall observe to keep all||and keep all thy commandments in., the 
the church covenants, §c. _ future, and thus become Saviors. unto 
». Now, how does this agree with that|}men, that they may not be cast out, and 
odious doctrine as taught in Nauvoo and/|| trodden under feet of men. And again, 
other places, that a man can have more||I ask thee to turn the minds of the work- 
wives thanone. O black hearted wick-||ers of iniquity unto thee, that they may 
edness and blasphemy! as described in|| even be brought to see their wickedness, 
the middle of the 10th paragraph of the;|and repent, and turn away thy wrath from 
104th Revelation, addressed to the||them in part, like David of old, by doing 
‘Twelve, 10 years ago, where the Lord|| works of righteousness, if it can be consis- 
foresaw and predicated that’ such an aw-|| tent with thy will and purposes, and 1m an 
ful state of things would really exist, || especial manner I ask thee, believing that 
even blaspheming his name in the midst|| thou wilt grant this one request, that is, 
. .of his House, (People,) by the very men||make thy servants who have believed 
who professed to know his name; but ac-|| thy testimony concerning this awful state 
cording to the 14th Chap. of Ezekiel,||of wickedness and corruption, to be 
men may choose their delusions. If they || mighty: in their testimony, against these 
come to the Prophet with an idol in their || wicked practices and abominations, that 
hearts, they shall have their heart’s desire || those who are not yet ensnared may not 
that the. Lord may take them in their own || be taken in their snare, by their flatteries 
share; ‘because of the plainness of his: and perversions of thy word, and by ly- 
word, and of their wicked, . lustful, and||ing inthy ‘name, nor by any devices: or 
adulterous inclinations and desires. The|| stratagems that their corrupt hearts and 
Book.of Mormon: says that men shall|| imaginations may invent; but foil them 
have their hearts desires, although it may||in all their attempts, and let them be 
_beto their destruction. And by reading || confounded and exposed, and brought to 
carefully this chapter, you will find that||shame and disgrace before the face of 
the Prophet and the man who seeketh/|| thy people,,and all the, world; and des- 
unte him shall become a sign, and a pro-|/troy their influence among men, and. pre- 
verb, and shall be destroyed; that the || vent them from doing violence to thy peo- 
House ef Israel may go no more astray. || ple who are amapg them, and must contin- 
And you will also discover that if a manj|| ue among them Ai thou dost open a way 
or woman is clear of these crimes, that||/for their. escape, and dispose the hearts 
he can save neither his sons nor. daugh-||of those who wish to. remain, that they 
ters in iniquity, but shall save his own|| may purchase the property of thy people; 
edul-only: and by and by we shall know|| and grant wisdom unto thy people, that 
the cause of all this evil and destruction |;they may know how to. conduct then- 
among the House of Israel, an d this. too, || selves to the best possible advantage for 
_ has been plainly foretold, that ali flesh| themselves, and for the enlightening o 
: | had became corrupt before the face of the || the minds of those who are in darkness 
* | ‘Lord. Again, read in 101st seg. of Book|| and also that they may confound the 
| | wf Cov.; read, reflect, and ask yourself, if|| workers and supporters. of iniquity, how 
all flesh has becomecorrupt!. Doesitem-||.ever crafty they may be; yea, let th) 
brate the saints ? Ianswer, yes, for Isaiah saints, by the’ agsistance of thy spiri 
has .eaid in the 3d Chap. that these leaders| (notwithstanding the exertion the work 


(would corrupt the people, and pervert|ers.of iniquity may make against them 
ways of their path, and in his by-inventing and circulati 
| he saysthat the people who are| redeem themselves, detect. and, expom 

ded by them. willbe destroyed:— || their enemies:to the multitude,, and gi 
God; for the sake of Jesus Christ) thy servants that holy boldness whic 


“Son, our Saviour, open the people’s will cause their enemies to fear and tret ‘ 


af! 
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ble before all men, and ‘may the féar of |/flict the same punishments under ‘the 


the excited multitude prevent. them from 
doing any harm to thy people; and may 
this fear iuduce them to be instrumental 
in assisting thy saints to dispose of their 
effects, that they shall make their escape 
from the city that thou wilt scourge. And 
in thy wisdom grant all the blessings un- 
to thy people that they need, and thy 
name, together with the Son and Holy 
Ghost, shall have all the praise and 


glory forever, AMEN. © 


_And now my dear brother, I will refer 
to another chapter, viz: the 3rd of 
‘Paul’s 2d epistle to Timothy, and I will 
hére preface my remarks upon this chap- 
ter, by saying, that I have’ not applied a 
single -verse which is not applicable, al- 


though it‘may be said that. the Mormons, 


have used this very passage against the 
Catholic church. and her offspring. I 
answer: yes, .and truly’ too; but. remem- 
ber, there are very many scriptures 
which have been fulfilled in | part, in 
former and present times, and in part 
will be fulfilled in future. I-will give 


' you one instance as evidence of this fact. 


eter quoted the 2d chapter of Joel as 
being applicable, and part fulfilledon the 


_ day of Pentecost when the people spake 
tongues and prophesied, &c. 


Now. 
every person that reads this, knows that 
‘Peter made a fair application, although 
-it was fulfilled in’ part,only; so.you see, 
‘there ‘is a double applieaticn to be made 
‘of many prophesies; and certainly you 
“will see the force of my reascning at once, 
‘for if there was certain workers of iniqui- 

= among Israel in the days of Isaiah, 

‘Jer 


emiah, and Ezekiel, or in the days of} 


Peter, Paul, Jude, and others, or among 
the ‘Nephites, Lamanites, Jaredites, or 
any other Ites; and God spake and named 
his judgments as punishinents upon them, 


Every person will be forced to con- 


‘fess, that the same cause will produce 
‘thi 


: same effects in the 19th century. 


<> 


among Israel, or latter-day saints and 


sinners, or.else God is a changeable be- 


ang, and if so, he is. neither righteous, 
‘just nor.mercifal; forit is a. self evident 
“fact that if men deserved. punishment 


the’creation, '‘in‘the meridian.of time 


in the: morning 


or in the latter days, that God will in 


‘shall not seek to. excuse themsgii™ 
committing whoredoms; but if | they do, 


same circumstances, whether in Jeru- 
salem, Zion, or among sinners making . 
no profession. ,The only variation God 
will make, is the variation of circum- 
stances by which men and women are: 
surrounded, when they depart from. the 
rule of rectitude and righteousness, the 
same rule will apply and hold good in 
regard to omission. of well known -and 
defined duties. towards God and man. 


Now I shall proceed to call your at- 
tention to the inhabitants of Nauvoo 
generally, and ask you to point the 
crime named in the 3d of 2d Tim. 
which has. not been committed, . but 
mark especially the 5th, and then more 
particularly the 6th verse, and the 7th; 
and in the 8th, and inthe 9) and 10th» 
you will find the final result.of this sum 
of all:villanies, namely, that they. shall 
proceed no farther, butshall be exposed 
to all men. And now! will bring my 
subject to a close by referring to the 
case of David, as given in the 12th 
Chapter of the second Book of Sam- 
uel, where it is said, Lord re- 
buked David for wickedness, in having 
Uriah killed,” but told him he had giv- 
en. him all; his. master’s wives &c. &c., 
and would have given him more if he 
had not enough, but. this;is not true, 


the language of the Lord, as represent- 


ed, is, ‘‘1 would have given. thee such 
and such things,”’ but here I will ob- 
serve that I do not wish to. cavil or dis- 
pute thetranslation, only shall claim 


the privilege of saying that, as.the book 


of Mormon was translated by the gift 
and power of God; it is more precious 
and more to be esteemed. by the saints 
than ten thousand garbled. translations 
of uninspired linguists of King James’ 
day, or .ahy other day, and now re- 
member, that the 2d:chapter.of thé 
book of Jaeob says emphatically, that 


David and Solomon truly had many 


wives,-but this thing was abominable * 


before my face, wheréfore, thie’ 
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(and they did,) they were to. be scour- 
ged, and the Lamanites, whom they 
chated, were to destroy them, and their 
possessions and inheritances; and their 
- Jand was to be cursed, and the Laman- 
ite made the possessors of it, &c; for the 
Lord declares, he delighteth in the 
chastity of woman, and says, the men 
had broken their hearts, and that he 
had heard their cries, &c. I just now 
would like all the injured women in 


Nauvoo to speak, and tell the .tale of 


their misery, and the cause of ‘it, to 
the unbelieving saints, who say they do 
not believe that such things do exist, 


and wrath, and burning, desolation, mour- 
ning, lamentation and weeping, shall be- 
n among you who have professed to 
now my name, and have not known me, 
but have blasphemed against me in the | 
midst of my house, (and I would add es¢ 
pecially among the sisters, by sayin 
“thus saith the Lord.’’) And now if 
have not said enough to open your eyes, 
and cause you to reflect and consider, and 
induce you to believe the written word, 
I shall despair. But my brother, I know 
well that I was hitherto enabled to bri 
you to see the truth; and believing as 
do, that you have hitherto not regarded 
the frowns and scoffs, persecutions nor 
any thing else from foes or friends, not 


even your father and sister, for whom 
you would have sacrificed any thing, life 
not excepted. I am, therefore, more ea- 


or that they are taught in the name of 
the Lord, and I know that many of 
them have told, and that truly, to the 


people, and also to their God. And 
now, while the princes of Israel, and 
the people of Israel, despise the mob- 
ocratic Gentiles of Hancock County, 
and State of Illinois, (and they are truly 


despicable ‘before the eyes of'all good 


honorable men and women,) but God 
makes use of the wicked to scourge 
those that call themselves by his name, 
that they, (the wicked,) may fill up the 
measur eir iniquities, and be ripe 
for destruction, as spoken in the 9th 
‘paragraph of the 104th section of book 
of Covenants, which will be fulfilled 
upon their heads after the house of God 
or the children of Israel, (latter-day 
saints;) are first to be made to feel 
them, for their abomination: but then 
I say, let the saints of God, but espe- 
cially the corrupt leaders and people, 
look out that those wicked Gentiles 
_ do not spoil them and their possessions, 

‘for the Lord said to them in 1834, 
through Joseph Smith in revelation, 


section 101, and paragraph 3d, that if 


they pollute their inheritances, ‘they 
shall be thrown down. And now to 
conclude, I will say, David is said to 
“have done wickedly in these things, 
and was punished for’ it. 
Now pray, dear brother, is thtre an 

why the Lord said, 
especially to the Twelve’apostles of the 
Lamb, in 1837, “This great vengeance 


sily led to believe, that the multitude will 
have no influence over you now, and that 
if the Lord speaks or calls you this or 
that way you will answer, “Here, Lord, 
am I, what wouldst thou have me .do?’’ 
But whilst I have this confidence in you, 
I know by experience, that to differ in 
opinion with those men. whom we have: 
almost adored and worshipped, is matter 
of some magnitude, and therefore de- 
serves our serious attention, and careful 
and prayerful investigation; although I 
have here written enough to cause every 
candid inquirer after truth, to exclaim it 
is enough: I can, I will -believe. But 
now I say unto you in the name of the 


| God ot Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, “seek 


and you shall find, ask and you shall re- 
ceive, knock and it shall be opened: unto 
you.”’ Mark, I do not ask you to em- 
brace this order of things, unless. you 
have the testimony of one who ‘is never 
mistaken, and will turn none away that 
come humbly, and in faith believing unto 
him; the testimony of the spirit of the 
living God, alone in matters pertaining to 
our eternal: salvation, must be our guide; 
we dare not depend on any man, howev- 
er amiable, kind, good.or great. he may 
be: we may reason and believe the testi- 
mony of such men, nevertheless, if we 
will be saved we must repent of all our 
sins, and covenant before God to keep 
his-commandments with full purpose of 
‘mind; come persecutions, sorrows, ‘af-— 
flictions, trials, privations and sufferings; 
yea, and even death itself, that we, will 


tl keep his statutes and commandments; 
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aid now, 7 make® this*eovenant be- 
fore Gad, abe Bea ‘tine 
without wiedge youself’ 
subject; and you then testify 16 ‘he 
th of those things. ‘that Ihave spoken’ 
f, and which I ‘can jefore’ 
assembled world. | 
‘have realized what Pail abo ‘the, 
Jove of God ‘ahied abroad’ in the heart, and 
algo, ‘that principalities, nor powers, in 
earth or hell, cannot move me from thise 
things, which: 1 have written, : ‘and. Goi, 
who tries the reins, dnd searches the heart 
of man, as with a lighted candle, knows 
that I coat rather lay down my life, than 
deny 1 Elder ‘Rigdon’s mission sor Assent, 
to being ‘governed ‘ar led by the’ spi it.. 
sell, President Young (who 
sumed to speak the «mind of the twelv ae 
is governed oy “Thank God T know the 
spirit, and want none of it; no, not to save: 
myself from the jaws of death.’ 
a few. ideas. on the su bject. of s irit ts, and 
teenth Chap. of Ezekiel tells’ the ‘atory, 
how men may be deceived. 
to God. and asks him. to grant any” 
that -he has expressly forbidden. The 
Covenants have given os a key to try bortiae? 
its, which will continue to, be, an ub 
one, for the present and future; if you ue 
spirit, ask God to give ‘it fo.you, ‘and ‘if 
you cannot ret it, know that i 
is not of God, and again, if the spirit con; 
tradicis the plain and, precious. things that. 
are written in the book of Covenants; and 
book of Mormon ; again,. whatsoever spirit 
admonisheth to ‘db good,’ snd “keep the 
written wor and commandments of God, 
is of God, for Tight cleavelh mates. light; 
Ah;, but says one, that. is no criterion to 
judge. by, wall, answer, says if, at 
man says.no,''Who ‘shall‘t ‘believe 
answer, Gud;, though it makes a liar of 
every man ‘in. the -worl!, even 


ts, ayd Kin and also jes" whols his hard then, To? 
Well the obj why ‘be sinter, OF 
it? ‘hecause you, pinwilligg moves malice in‘ rt 
full of fight, and itarotises all ithe: mob 
know het he has sp ofites 


peaceand oy” the Hoty”: 


kevs.” 
derstatid:and for the endiément (tte 

twélye,) talk about, THis’ Kn wtedg 
thank: ‘God, Tam hot then “fie 
it; for” the 
not say ‘that T 
bat Tsay, hav 
has 
know it. 
théev. déaled’ fat 
wre the ‘La ra’s anointed, and’ 
the ri right to ndge and punish’ 


devil, and that is-very likely” 
for the devil Hiates pringiplés of trath. 


“Now, tio man need ‘tell’ fad WY Re Bai 


gut the’ spirit of Christ, 
reason updn the Wort of God without 


an’ mad; for the Bord, his oi Hjandé 


ray tliem’thaf use ‘we’ % 
id bless‘ them that G4,” retort: 
for evil; and in this Our 
Well,says, oné, covenants teath; tat 
if our énemies'gmite ‘te the third of 
it ‘is speak of the’ ufe Sig 
and: and ever 
said if’ we wrong, 
shall be blest; bul’ when mist" te 
mock, ari chfindét Say 
one 


|| is of 
| bring a Yai *igaiost Satan; 
{ 


said, the’ 
given: some’ 
t e samp's that 
‘Ghat; 
then there will’ be ‘neither: doygbt” for? 
As for their kevs' they ‘tal 
g||they don’t. tél thetrath, they to 
wise above the pliin simple worl’ GP the 


ng 


|| Lord, ‘and therefore’ breoine 


touching athe word 
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» with this exception, that they had better those who receive S. Rigdon as their lead- 
‘%, jndge righteous jndgements, for with what- | er, suits will be instituted and fearful con- 
ever judgement they judge others, will they || sequences may result from such prosecu- 
be judged,hence the matter is self evi- || tions, the hand of God is upon them, to ar- 
_ dent that righteous judgement will be more || rest them in their wild career, and this you 
_ to their advantage ;, I know this is a matier | may mark, and upon the people of the city 
af mnch more importance than the of and county of Hancock. ‘This 
may generally think:. but while I declare ||1 believe from the fact that God has said 
that the twelve are. apostates from the/lit. Now if you inquire, when will these 
_ church of Jesus Christ of latter-day sain‘s, || things come to pass? I answer, they are 
and that I believe some of them are guilty.|;now taking place in some meagure ; and if 
_ of the most awful perversion of the word ||I shall be so fortunate as to see you, I will 
of God; donotrthink that itis any per- || teli you things would not write, as 
_ son’s, business, except those who belong || they might ome into their enemies months 
the Church, or those who desire. to them much injur;;. and perhaps 
so... It is my right, itis theirs, and every |ilead to serious consequences, and I have 
_ one else's right to believe what they please, || said that I (lo nat intend to do or bring evil 
and ifthey are satisfied with their system, || upon them. Nevertheless, it will come, 
and eat pope to believe it, they may do but by the enemies of God and man, and 
90, and T-will not mock or deride them, || not by the instramentatity of those who are 
| for showy and the people; ||saints and keep: the commandments of 

and E-ghall on future occasions, as on the 


wr 


D 
4 past, take the opportunity:of warning.all|| Now, with reference to the church, gen- 
mente bewere of harming them, or their erally, believe them to be honest, . indus- 
4 adherents, and if:they should; be assailed |/trious end gond citizens, but nevertheless, 
from, any-gource on account of crimes, or ||I know they have heen duped in regardjto 
| ea saions of the laws of the land, I | following the counsel of men, instead of 
sean only aay, that shall convict none following the commandments of God, as 
them, by awearing them guilty; 1 wish, | given through Joseph Smith-—I have been 
‘however, not to be understood that] know || among the number of those who felt wil- 
nothing at all; but matters, that were en-||ling to follow counsel’ to almost any 
trusted to me confidentially, thexe ars not |jextent, this ‘is wrong, and the people are 
men, nor courts, nor Jawyers enough to || now told they must follow the counsel of 
bring sham ontof me. It is true, that nen | the Twelvef and ifthey do, I tell you there 
have voluntarily entrusted me with their) is not virtue enough left in Nauvoo to save 
mess and secrets; yet they were neces-|ithem from destruction, temporally and 
-gitajed so to do, and I should count myself'| spiritually; temporal, because, the excited 
he most abandoned wreteh totake any ad-|| multitude will not stand it. I have seen 
vantage of them heeause of such knowl. the consequences that will result from this 
edge. and should they take the liberty of |/course of things, and therefore take the 
slandering me, my course will be to tell |iliberty: of telling them in private. I have 
believe, on other poopie testimony ||spoken onthe stand once, abdut three: 
and,not what.I know confidentially, this || quarters of an hour, and next Sunday I 
wauid, notegnvict-any one in courts of jus- || have ah.appointmenton Main street’ in 
Com. a8 is,no evidence against any || {rant of my house. I expect to do and 
And. notwithstanding men may say nothing about men, but measures in- 
guilty, of crime-committed against me, 


ri, nn tend to eriticise upon. I-shall make use of 
for which J might deem. it my piivilege to ||he Bib'e, Book of Mormon, and Cov. 
Rroseenta-ai4pe law» acoor ing to the book |itenants; and from then I expect to prove 
of Covenasis; but here allow me to say, | to the people, that serious trouble is at the 
has been gnilty of crime, || door. am compelled to take this course 
Net him, be careful for the foture, a beep and:thus set the minds of the people at 
& sberpinstions from, my view. or know!-} work, ahd warn them theni to repent and 

. _Vir- || forsake their evil ways and Hoings and 
«tae. rver will com- humble themselves before God, ‘and learn 
| peil ape. 10, 16 ‘pro- his will.and then do it, and thus save them- 
Miose.who may not bave sufficient selves and others. * * * * * 
caurage.to.do 69 for theméelves; byt Iwill! ‘I thaak God have never committed 
say that without the imterposition of any ‘of |' any] transgressios against the: laws of the 


he! 
e 
4 


but to be east out and trodden under foot 


the State of Missouri and finally expelled 


‘every yer since severely ecoutged in this 
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lan, except ir this one’thing, of which I 
have cause to regret, and thet is, I would | 
help to put down meh and wontein’s char- 
acters to sustain those heads of ‘the church 
who were engaged in‘ the corruptions we 
complain of. I could and ‘and would slan- 
der the character of this unfortunate class, 
who happened to be victims of the unhal- 
lowed passions of thosé men. FE have been 
making every acknowledgment and repa- 
ration in my power, aud I cannotdo more ; 
‘but the same measure [ have measured un- 
‘to others, I expect will be measured to me 
by those who are equally zealous, and 
no more knowledge concerning 
doings of God: here is'a frank confes- 
pra if any one is dispused to take the 
of it he may do 80; but let 
ito what he: is doing: 


AndnowI shall close by your} 

Cov. 2d, patagraph, where 

Tord the shall never'bée over- 

come, if they observe all:his conneel, (not 

Josepti’s;) but if not, they: should" be over- 


come or prevailed aga‘nst by their enemies,’ 


because they wera set to be a Tight unto 
the world;.and if thev: would aot be a light 
they. were ‘thenceforth good fur. nothing; 


of men. And inthe 3d par. it is said, if 
they pollute their inheritancés, they shall 
be thrown down. Query, have they. Not 
been drivon several times since 1835, at 
which tima the persecution commenced in 


from the Sta‘e, and have they not been 
State? Yes verily. Do they keep the 


commandments? No, or-else. they would 
have prevailed against their enemies :-think 


‘this revelation: In the 66th Seo. 


Jst paragraph we are‘expressly told itiey 
were driven for transgre-sion; and now. 
look well to the’ parable in the 6, 7; and 
Sth paragraphs, and see the 12 olive trees, 
{apostles,) nobleman, (Lord,) choiee: land, 
Nauvoo,) tower, (Temple,) the servants 


began to build, but:did not fiaish; the olive |i 


trees destroyed; the servante-fled and: their 
works’ broken. down; then the Lard seid to 


of his servants, (tot tweélve,) go ‘and 


gather ‘together, &c. &ec.; and the servant 
wentand doneas ie was comnranded, and 
after many days uli things 
well'on this: parable.’ 
JOHN: 


| 


burgh, Oct. 1944. | | 

_ The conference was opened in the usual 
manner, and on. motion. Elder R. Savery 
was appointed President, and Elder J. Lo- 
gan, Secretar 

Elder B. inchester then stated the 
object.of the meeting which was, to dis- 
tinetly ascertain the minds of the members 
of the chureh in this place, relative to the 
heretical: doctrines taught and practiced in 
Nauvoo, by the quorum. of the Twelve 
and some of also. the 
claime of Elder. 8. Rigdon. Qa these 
points Elders Winchester, Savery, and 
several others, made some very appro- 
priate-and forcible remarks;.sftee which, 
the “following preamble and 
were adopted withyut s dissenting voire: 

Whereas the quorum of. the 
and their in = have 


ed Elder: 8; Rig 

cer of the chureh of 
the-church; as found in the,.the -Book. of 
Doctrine and Covenants, which we 

most sacred and dear to all lovers of truth, 
for no other reasons, in our opinion,, 
hie. having alaimed fol in 
the‘chnreh, ‘and: his 4 
the nefarious. docteine of ene 
other things odious im their nature an 
dendency; for the, trugh ef which,it. 
hecomes our painful duty to say to 
friends and. we here 


oo in P 

church, whereunto, esnording 4a the. 

of Doctrine and Covenants, e as 

called him;, and .algo_that.we uphold him 

in this office by our faith prayers. 

Resolved, that in consequence OF 

‘most flagrant violation of the original, of 
true principles and ordér’ of the chureh, 

by the ve and and hy, od 


| 

ity by seducing them, and 

ion their works of datkness, ‘end many 

ther Hke (tings; for’ which we regard 

hem as ‘epostates, and. men fallen’ from 

no fellowship with 


am 
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J 
4 


THE LATTER, DAY SAINTS’ 


"the "church, standing. upon. 
the origifal | platform, and the aoknowl- 
etiged utid received doctrine of said church, 


wedo not consider ourselves identified 


with them: 

3. inat we sincerely request 
sind ativice all of onr friends and bretheren 
that Bland: “connected with us in ihe’ tre 

eatieb of God, to “join with us if our-effort 
‘and ‘that ‘we ‘redeem our’ characters 
from” the’ ‘and disgrace that the 
Twelve atid others'have brotight upon ‘us 
all; orin otfrer'words, a!l the church, by 
théir evil praetices,'as frentioned i in 

| ble and. previous résotution. 
4° Resolved; that we hereby: avow to all 


‘both’ far ‘and near, that we: “fave 


most ‘implicit confidence in the Bible, Book 
Of ‘Mornion, ‘and Book of Doctrine ard 


Covetiants, and’ that we réccive t them as 


oir? of: faitiand practice. 
that’ Elders Wingate, Wm 


J. B: Newton, and B. Winches: 
all diligence, ald to your faith virtue, and 


“messengers the eastern branches 


of the thurch;'and sét before them the trie || 


state of the’éhureh, and regulate the affairs 
of tlie same’: 

handed to ‘the: editor of the 


tion.’ 
by motion; ‘conférence adjourned sine 


epi, ond a 


to be i good 
it of union pave 
tion.” 


lay before, you the: position, of 
drench. was calied at which, most of 
emeubers. were present. After laying 
matter. at, the. the 
let: That. “we. izes no 


ether: osder than that of, the First Presiden- | 


head the Church,2nd.the other 

_ their: place as:set forth, in the 
“Phat we 


“Mosbéliger and:Advoeate,” for publics. |" 


1OHARD:s SAVERY, F Pree 
| 


| partures from truth 


whom we shall adhera until we are 
ally informed of-his death or.expulsion, in 
a legal manner, from this Church. 
esolved, 3d, That we publish to the 
world the following, over the signatures of 
the male meinhers of this branch, who ai- 
here, to.the ancient order of the Church: 


Tothe 5: stnts of Beaver County the Un- 
 dersigned send greelin 
‘Hering learned that certain persons (call- 
ing themse!ves saints,) do teach the doc- 
trine of the Necolaitans, or.in other words, 
“Spiitual. Wives,” professedly by divine 
authority, thus “turning the grace of our 
Lord into laciviousness."’ ‘This, therefore, 
is:to say to such persons. and to .all men, 
that we neither believe or receive a «oc- 
trine so repugnant to the Word of God, 
and we hold no fello» ship. with these who 
would justify ‘sueh an abomination; ‘and 
we earnest!y exhort the saints: in every 
‘place to set their faces against so ‘pern’ Ce 
ons, doctrine: And besides this giving 


to virwe knowledge. 
“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you. 

Signed—J¥mes M. Greig, P. E.. Wn. 
Stanley, Elder Solomon Pry, Prest., Sain- 
ue! Bail. and others: 

For the above doings + we have all been 
suspended. * 
Yours, in the bonds of the Pieiteits Cov- 


enant, JAMES: M. SREIG. 
Get. 15, 1844, 


the when its. are 


uncompromising in their attachment ‘to 
virtue and holy principles. 


Since the 
world began, all the'dispensations deliv- 
ered to: men of the living God, have been 
thrown into'confusion by the introduction 


of 'doctripes atid practices, which were. at 


war ‘with’ Godliness,, and subversive of 
all that sas.good and-noble.. Hence the 
distraction: of the world. ..At 
past so great were thé, de- 
those; who pro- 
fessed to be the: ame God, that ifa 


Church “ Jesus Christ, known w mi to|/them, they could save their own souls 


: 
| | 
morning. e intelligence was. cheer- 
ng; these. early: evidences of the virtue 
i a ad’ firm: integrity .of the saints speaks 
| yoluinns in favor of thejr future pros- 
| 


T need not marvel then that like evils have 
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or daughter. Such an attempt has Satan 
made on us, and was maturing his plan, 
socompletely to effect our overthrow, that 


ouly, and not be able even to save a : 


could do nothing more than save their 
own souls; but the iniquity was discov- 
ered before the adversary had gotten the 
fangs of his corruption so fastened on us 
that we could not unfasten them. 

- [ have been informed, sirice Mr. Page 
published his Bull, and subsequent: de- 
parture from this place, that he had at- 
tempted to teach the doctrine of ‘spiritu- 
al wives in this. city some: time since. 
This will account for his sudden. depar- 
ture from both this place and yours. 

_It would seem almost impossible that 
there could be found a set of men and 
- women, in this age of the world, with 
the revelations of God in tneir hands, 
who could invent and propogate doctrines 
60 Tumous to. society, so, debasing and 
demoralising as the doctrine of a man 
having a plurality of wives; for it is the 
existence of this s doctrine—worse 
than the strange fire offered on the altar, 
by corrupted Israel—that was at the root 
of all the evils which have followed, and 
are following in the church, the ve 
mention, of which could not fail to. redden 
the cheek. of decency with a blush. 

. The whole of the revelations of God 
in all ages, charge the prophets and lead- 
ers of the people, with being the authors 
of the corruptions, which from: time to 
time overrun the people of God. We 


befallen us. The crime of the people 
was that they loved to have it so, they 
were not charged with introducing the 
corruptions, but having pleasure in them 
after the prophets, and leaders, had intro- 
duced them. -It_is.no small degree of 
satisfaction to me, to find the people ri- 
sing in the exercise of their just rights, 
and casting off, not only the leaders, but 
those who are led by those corrupters 
seducing spirits which ‘introduce doc-| 
trinesofdemons. . 

Those who read the. New Testament! 
‘seeing that the| 


h the apostles, at‘ Nauvoo, have ap- 


the few left who could not be corrupted 


ee to the professing world, are as ap- 
plicable to themselves as to any others 
now living, or any others who have lived 
since the days of Paul. Inthe 6th verse 
we are told that “For of this sort are they 
which creep into houses, and lead captive 
silly women laden with sins, led away 
with divers lusts.”” Now of what sort 
are those who creep into houses and lead 
astray silly women? ‘The answer is giv- 
en in the preceeding verse. Persons that 
can do that are such as are without na- 
tural affection, boasters, proud inventors 
of evil things, heady, high-minded, lovers 
of pleasure rather than lovers of God. 
When we see such men, as above descri- 
bed, they, according to Paul, would do 
other things, that is, enter into houses 
and lead astray silly women. 

That the Twelve and their adherents 
huve entered into houses ard led silly 
women astray, is a fact susceptible of the 
highest proof;'and we re authorized by 
Paul to apply all the rest he has said to 
toem. ‘“For if this sort enter into houses 
and lead astray silly women,” what sort? — 


we ask; the before described religionists, 


for says:Paul, “they have a form of god- 
lidess:””> The conclusion then is, that 
they effected the ruin of silly females, 
by, or through a form of godliness, 
Paul says, the corruption he has des- 
cribed was to take plarce in the last days. 
Now, from this, the people of the last 
days are authorized] to call any thing of 
the kind wiich may make its appearance 
it-‘matters not by whom these corruptions 
were introduced, Prophet, Apostle, Evan- 
gelist, for Pastor, whosoever introduces — 
them, has an account to settle with Paul 
in the great day when the affaias of the 
universe shall be adjusted before an um- 
pire who cannot err, for either these doc- 
trines and practices are corruptions, or 
else Paul stands charged witha depar- 
ture from truth. 
_ From what is said in the 9th verse, the 
iniquity complained of, was to be a thing 


conducted in secret. “But they shall pro- 
ceed no further, for their folly shall be 


manifest ‘unto all men;’’ Nothing can 
be plainer than that this abomiurtion of 


0 || leading silly women astray, was to be a 


last days. See Second 
Timothy, 3d chapter, from the Agt:to, the | 


whi 


secret thing—carried on privately, and 
the exposure of it was to pat a final stop 
to their wickedness. “But they shall 

no further, for their folly shell 


‘be made manifest.” 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

apostles have declared that a corruptic 

like that we complain of, was to make its 


will not cease nntil it is manifest unto all. ||. 
How often have these men and their ||. 


enormities; and there were multitudes of | 
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_ This secret working in matters of re- 
ligion is, and always has been evidence 
of corruption. ‘The saints always have 
been warned against the secret works of 
darkness; light and truth not only mani- 
fest themselves, but also make manifest 
the secret works of darkness, It is equal- 
lly plain according to Paul, that no such 
thing could be carried on, however secret- 
ly it might be done, without detection. 
«For their folly sari be made manifest. 
Those leaders of silly women, if they 
had regarded the scriptures, might have 
known that their race was a short one, 
and that their wickedness would be made 
manifest; for thus had Paul written mora 
than 1700 years ago, and as proof that 
Paul was 5p alg behold it has come to’ 
pass in our day aud before our eyes. 

It isa. fact, so well. known, that the 
T welve.and their adherents have endeav- 
ored to carry on this spiritual wife bus- 
iness in secret, that 1 hardly need men- 
tion it here, and have gone to the most 
seameful and desperate lengths, to keep 
it from the public. First, insulting inno- 
cent females, and when they resented the 


insult, these monsters in human shape || 


would assail their characters by lying, 
and perjuries, with a multitude of despe- 
rate men to help tnem to effectthe ruin of 
tboge whom they had insulted, and all 
this to enable them. tokeep these coorrupt 
preecere from the view of the world. 

could bring facts which can be estab- 
lished in any court of justice, in relation 
to these vile abominations practised un- 
der the garb of religion that would make 
humanity blush. No falsehood toogreat, 


‘and nq. perjury too daring, in order 


conceal these heaven-daring abuses of 
mankind; but I say in the language of 
Paul, they shall go no further, for their 
folly is now being made manifest, and 


accomplices stood up before the co : 
tion, called God and all the holy. 
ls to witness, that there was no such 

octrine taught in the church; and_ it has | 
now come ‘to light, by testimony which 
cannot be gainsaid, that at the time they 

thus dared heaven and insulted the world, | 
they were living in the. practice of these 


oer followers. in the congregation. at the | 


Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints is the 
true church of God, for we now see in 


that body fulfilling, what the Apostles and 


Prophets said should -take piece in that 
order of things whtch God acknowledged. 
According to both prophets and apostles, 
the true church in the last days would be 
tried, with all the corruptions which had 
oberthrown all the previous orders, king- 
doms, or churches which God had set 
up; and before she could be exalted to her 
true glory, to overcome all the. inventions 
of Satan or of man: but more of this in 
Dear Brother, through this letter to 
you, I would call on all the saints into 
whose hands this may come, to arise and 
deliver themselves from the corruption, 
disorder and ruin, that satan through the 
‘twelve’ as instruments, designs to’ bring 
upon the them, know ye that no strange 
thing has befallen you, that an attempt is 
being made upon you by those in high 
authority, and those who are -arrogating 
to themselves authority in violation of 
the orderof heaven. | 
SIDNEY RIGDON. 
(To sz Conrinvep} 


Zo all the Members. of the Church of 


Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. 
PirrssurcH, Oct. 15, 1844. 
I embrace the present opportunity of say- 
ing to yuu all, that. after a ba careful in- 
vestigation of the claims. of Elder S. Rig- 
don t» the office of the First Presidency of 
the Chureh, I am satisfied they ‘are not 
only just but lawful, and as far as:this mar- 
ter is concerned I have made up my mind, 
‘not.from either any personal preference or 
animosity, but from the law or rules of the 
Chureh, as found in. the book of Doctrine 
and Covenants and Book of Mormon. | 
It is abundantly évident to my mind that 
the quorum of the Twelve. and others have 
excited a. certain portion of the Church to 
reject Elder Rigdon, (which is a most.har- 
vid outrage upon the laws.of the same,) from 
a fear he would bring them to:an account, or 
in other words, to justice for- teaching and 
practising the doctrine of polyzamy.. They 
of course reasoned from the well known fact, 
that he has always heen a determened op- 
thing ofthe Kind” 
And allow me here 'to jiform you, that 


ime’ who knew it. These things only | 
to confirm the fact. that the church of | 


it is my intetition at present, to’ publisly as 
this my 1 at pre to 


eee 


\ 
a 
i \ 
| 
fi 
‘ 
| 
| 


Ae editor says he reluctantly obirudes our name 


We. said: that ‘the only | crime we? ommitted was, 
that there, were a number iif ‘gentlemen t who wish- 
edte return with. ta, Pittsburgh. Tis they-say || 
was fa yardito prove it, publish an invest igation, |} 
said ‘been had in ‘Nauvoo, when we were |} 
charged with trying to divide the church. Now, 
bow. atere wo. dividing the church? The only 
ground of. this ebarge was that a umber of pees |} 
sons us to Pitts- 


burgh, aad 

they, cal 
not because that there were.:those who. desire 
to go with us to Pittsburgh. Now, reader, judge !! 


luctant;to publish falsehoods’ about us when he 


ie has strained hard to squeese out something 
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of the ‘eharacter of this attempt, and of the char- 
acter of those who could condeseend to it. JI 
here leave them to enjoy all the pleasure their 
situation can give—they are welcome to it. 
_ But there was another and greater canse for 
their opposition to usthan the erime of having 
those at Nauvvo whose personal friendship made 
them desire to be where they could enjvy our 
society. Gentle reader, do you desire to know 
what it was? Well, it is your right, as well as 
the right of saint and sinner to know it. Know 
then, that the so called 'f'welve apostles at Nan- 
voo, are now teaching the doctrine of, what is 
| called Spiritual Wives: that a man may have 
more wives than one, and they are mot only t-ah- 
ing it but ptactising it, and this doctrine is spread_ 
ing alarmingly through that apostate branch of 
the church « f Latter Day Saints. Their greatest 
objection to us was oar opposition to this doc- 
trine, knowing, as they did, that we had got the 
fact In possession, it created alarm, great alarm, 
‘every effort was used while we were there to ef- 
fect something that might screen them from the 
consequences of: exposure. This'is what Mr. 
Hyde had an allusion to on the steam boat at St. 
Louis, when he felt such aninterest in our weMare, 
as he said, as to request us. not fur bis sake or his 
fellow apostles ‘s-ke, but for our owm sake and 
salvation, to make any disclosures, lest we should 
have to reteact and thrreby be injured. Kind 
man! how fatherly and apostulical this! 
[now eall upon the twelve, including Mr. J. 
E. Page, io deny the existence of such a doetrine 
mong them, believed: taught and practised by 
hem. hie is the doctrine which has made what 
these men eall the divisicn in the church. We 
deny it bas made any division in the Church. 
The Charch is taking Paol’s advice, *‘From such 
turn away;” the Church is doing so. ‘See the | 
third chapter of Second Timothy, where this as 
well as other crimes are declared an apostacy, 
and the saints admonished to turn away from 
them. - This the saints are doing, and that in great 
umbers too, and the separation will continue 
until all the saints are again fonnd united in strict 
ohedienee to the Doctrines and Covenants of ie 
Charch. 
‘Tbis of a man having more wives 
‘than one,.is. the eause which has induced the 
twelve to put at. defixnee the ecclesiastical ar- 
rangements of the Church, end what is equally 
‘criminal, to do diepite unto the moral: excellence 
Hhof the Doctrines and Covenants of the. Church, 
‘setting wp.an-order of things of their own in ylo- : 
lation.e all.the rules-and regulations. known to 
|| the seinte,.and nowhere found in the Doctrines 
nd Covenants:of the Church, but by.t the auttior- 


soenas. | a work in which shall 
caneel the claims of Elder Rigdon at length, 
and.expose the advucates of the. yt 
wi Syatem” by referring ; facts 
and evidence uf the-most uthor- 
ity. Yours re 
| B. WINCHESTER. 
“To.the Editor of the Messenger aut Advocate.” 
De Sir:—Will you ‘please insert the 
abuveda your paper, and aceept of un ns- 
surance that you have my best wish: s for 
the prosperity of your (by me contempla- 


ted;) vdluable paper, and o oblige 
ours, 
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PIT TSBURGH, OCT. 15, 1844. 


| The: “Times and Seasons,” and the-“Nauvoo 
Neighbour,” published at Nauvoo, Illinois, are 
busying themselves xbout us exceedingly, though 


before the public. Now if he wonld be as re- 


does.obtrude our name upon the public, it would 
be as creditable to him. The old saying that 

“drowning, men catch at straws” is fulfilled to the 
letter inthe. editor's wenk attempt to injure. us. 


by which he. make an unfavorable impres- 
sion’ on ithe public mind. We wrote a letter 
which was publisited in the People’s Organ, st 
St. Louis, Mo.; stating facts‘aud nothing else bot 
facts, in-relutiun to what ‘took place on our-visit 
at Nawvoo a few weeks since; and the editor and 
Mr, Hyde, who have both written on the sufiject! 
knew this »3 well as we, and they know it now; 
but by giving peidicity toan ignorant faree. which 
come offin Nauvoo, they thought to impeach aur 
character. but in this weak “ae eae attempt 
they will fait. | 


‘What is the matter of complaint? tt ie this; 


4s 
. 


